HENLEY BOAT RACES

SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL FOR A 2010 COLLEGE RACE BETWEEN OU AND CU

1. To have two inter-university races, one men’s and one women’s, between the nominated best colleges of Oxford and Cambridge universities.

2. These should be 15 minutes apart, so timings of 13:00 and 13:15, or 13:15 and 13:30, or 13:30 and 13:45, would be suitable (at RTJ’s preference).

3. College crews to be decided by the universities, but HBROC is requesting that the top six finishers in Lents and Torpids be asked first, and lower first eights only considered if that is not possible.

4. Universities to nominate their crews as soon as possible after their spring bumps and to inform RTJ that the crew has agreed to race.

5. Crew members must be eligible to race for that college’s first crew under the CUCBC or OURCs rules, and to have raced for that college (but not necessarily the top crew) during the recent bumps.  (If Oxford’s Torpids is cancelled this may need to be waived but in that case they should certainly have rowed or coxed for the college during 2009).

6. Composite crews are not permitted.

7. Coxes will be required to weigh in at the same time as the rest, on race day, and to fulfill the same weight criteria.

8. The course for the college race will finish earlier than the main Boat Races, provisionally at Remenham Farm (to be arranged by RTJ).

9. College crews and coaches (or coxes and coaches) will be required to attend an umpire’s briefing, probably on race Sunday (unless both are available to do so on Friday with the Boat Race crews).

10. College crews will be responsible for providing their own equipment, kit, and for arranging their own boating.  There will be no spectator boat for their race, just the umpire’s launch with the commentator on board.  If the colleges wish to arrange use of a spectators’ launch they may do so but it must abide by the circulation pattern and not disrupt the preparation of the Osiris and Blondie crews.

11. Suggest both sets of college crews warm up at the same time, the second pair of crews going above Henley Bridge for a final warm-up while the first pair races.

12. All crews will be required to abide by safety rules for race day, and if the races move to Nottingham, the college race can move too, if the crews wish.

13. The college crews are not Boat Race crews so will not be named in the programme, but will be read out by the commentator.  The race will be shown in the race day timetable and programme, but no presentation of medals/trophies will be made.

14. As a result, college crews do not fall under the sponsorship rules for the Boat Races.
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